- INFORMATION -
The MDCSS Fall Conference and Civic Literacy Summit

Doors and Vendors’ Hall Open at 7:30 a.m.

Kickoff Address at 8:15 a.m.

The Maryland Council for the Social Studies has been hard at work planning a wonderful day of learning, inspiration and civic action for social studies educators throughout Maryland.  This year’s conference will take place on Saturday, October 23rd at Anne Arundel Community College and will feature addresses by Maryland Chief Judge Robert M. Bell and our keynote speaker, Kathleen Kennedy Townsend.  

In addition to the traditional features of our conference, this year we will offer an expanded day, which will provide some extraordinary opportunities to engage in conversations with colleagues from across Maryland.  We will kick off our day with a light breakfast for our participants in a space adjacent to our vender’s hall.  Here attendees can mingle, as well as browse through a variety of instructional materials and speak with representatives from some of Maryland’s most respected cultural institutions.  Next, Judge Bell with kick off our day with an opening address followed by the first of three instructional breakout sessions.

This year’s conference is offered in partnership with the Maryland Commission on Civic Literacy, the Center for Civic Education, Maryland Service Learning and Maryland Campus Compact.  By pooling the talents and resources of these outstanding organizations, this year’s conference promises to provide not only exciting learning opportunities, but diverse ones as well. Yet, this is only the first half of our exciting day.  Following a catered lunch, conference participants will move to the Pascal Auditorium for Kathleen Kennedy Townsend’s keynote address.  Not only will this address focus our attention of the value of service learning and social studies education, but will serve as a kick off to the afternoon’s Civic Literacy Summit.

The Maryland Commission on Civic Literacy with funding from the Center for Civic Education and the Maryland Council for the Social Studies has commissioned a Maryland Civic Health Index Report.  Reports such as this have done a great deal to shed light on civic engagement, community participation and the condition of social studies education in other states across America.  Participants will have the opportunity to work in groups of colleagues to share perspectives, develop research questions and help to shape a report that will surely impact the Maryland social studies community in a profound way.

Needless to say, the MDCSS Executive Committee and Board of Directors is excited about this wonderful event and we are hopeful that educators from across Maryland will clear their schedules for October 23 and join us for an outstanding day of learning and civic engagement.  

