
We‘ll have three sessions packed with information on engaging your 
students with the knowledge and skills needed in the 21st century, a 
vendors hall and plenty of opportunities to meet and interact with 
other teachers from around the state. We hope to see you there! 

 

Social Studies: Creating Global Thinkers for the 21st Century 
 

When: October 21, 2011  

Starts: 7:30 am check-in 

Ends: 2pm 

Opening address: Senator Thomas V.  Mike Miller, 

Senate President 

Keynote Speaker: Civil War Historian, Lester Brooks 

Where: Bates Middle School, Annapolis 

To register please visit www.mdcss.org  

or complete the form on the following page. 

  

Join Us for the 25th Annual  

MDCSS Conference! 

 

Autumn 2011 MDCSS Chronicle 

It’s the start of a 

new school year 

and the  

possibilities 

seem limitless. 

Dive into this 

edition to find 

some of the  

opportunities 

available to  

Maryland’s  

teachers! 

 

Inside this issue: 

MDCSS Conference  
Registration Form 

2 

President‘s Message 3 

Teaching September 11 4 

Gilder Lehrman  
American History Teacher 
of the Year 2011 

5 

History Day 2012 6 

Opportunities 7 

Calendar 13 

Senator Miller 

http://www.mdcss.org/


Page 2 

MDCSS Chronicle   Autumn 2011 

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION FORM 
Please complete one registration form per individual. Please print or type.  

Name                                

Primary Phone      Secondary Phone 

Email (required)             

School System 

School/Office 

Position 

School Address 

City      State   Zip 

The conference fee includes $20 membership in MDCSS for the 2011-2012 year, materials, and breakfast and 
luncheon at the conference.  

MDCSS Members: 

Conference Fee (Includes membership renewal)   $30 

Non-MDCSS Members: 

Conference Fee & Membership      $45 

 

Make your check payable to MDCSS.  Register online at www.mdcss.org or send form and payment to:  

Amanda Roberts, Membership Secretary 
613 Stone Mill Court 
Abingdon, MD 21009 

 
If you are a pre-service teacher please visit www.mdcss.org for your registration form. 

 

For Office Use Only 

Amount enclosed with registration:      Check #:   Purchase Order #:  

ANNUAL FALL CONFERENCE 
25th Annual Fall Conference – October 21, 2011 

Bates Middle School, Annapolis 

http://www.mdcss.org/
http://www.mdcss.org/
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If you have any questions, comments or 
submissions, please contact the Editor at 

kpopetz@mdp.state.md.us. 

Teachers sometimes inform me that they are not members of the 

Maryland Council because they already belong to NCSS, the national 

council.  Other times, I hear the opposite. Yet, the two organizations 

are different in several ways. 

The best analogy I can offer is one familiar to social studies teachers – 

our state and federal governments. Just as states are, by design, best 

suited to address local, parochial needs, so is MDCSS. Our council seeks to impact state 

policies set by MSDE and the legislature. Our national council could never achieve the 

same goal, even if it tried, because it is the local expertise of Maryland social studies  

teachers that enables the Council to be heard. Similarly, our conferences and professional 

development opportunities are specifically suited to Maryland teachers. 

Our national organization, NCSS, seeks to coordinate the efforts of state and local  

councils as it addresses the ever-increasing federal role in educational policy. During my 

term as NCSS president, I represented the nation‘s social studies teachers before groups 

as diverse as the American Bar Association, the Council of Chief State School Officers, 

and leaders of our sister organizations in Science, Mathematics, and Reading. 

I emphasize this issue because the NCSS conference will be held in nearby Washington 

D.C. December 2-4., just six weeks after our October 21st state conference in Annapolis. 

Most of the people I know will be attending both. Why? Because the Maryland meeting 

has presentations by those educators who best know the Maryland curriculum. Plus, it is 

very inexpensive. The NCSS conference, by contrast, includes a vast array of presenters, 

including several national figures that would only appear before larger conferences. The 

huge exhibit hall, alone, is worth the registration price. 

Your schedule may not allow you to attend both conferences, but you can still support 

your colleagues who have volunteered to represent you. Our state dues are only $20.  

Encourage your fellow teachers to sign up at http://www.mdcss.org/membership/

membership_form.php.  (I have often given state memberships as gifts to graduating  

student-teachers!) NCSS dues are only $66. What a bargain for all of the great benefits 

that are received. 

 
The health of our field depends on both state and national organizations, just as the 

health of our democracy requires citizenship at both levels. Please join me in trying to 

maximize our clout! 

Jeff Passe, President 

 

 

http://www.mdcss.org/membership/membership_form.php
http://www.mdcss.org/membership/membership_form.php


Editor’s note: This post was originally published on the National Museum of American History’s ―O Say Can You See?‖ blog http://
blog.americanhistory.si.edu and is republished here with permission. The post is part of a series exploring the 10th anniversary of September 
11. Learn about the museum’s commemoration. 

Last fall, as the museum‘s education team began thinking about our plans for the 10th anniversary of September 11, we 
started a conversation with the Thinkfinity online community about how teachers approach September 11 and what 
materials they need to discuss it with students. We received a number of interesting responses, including this one: 

―[t]his year‘s 9th graders were in kindergarten in 2001—and know very little about the day‘s events . . . Even though it is 
a ‗current event‘ for me, it is ‗history‘ for them.‖ 

While there were also many requests for basic information about the events of the day, this issue remained an essential 
one: for teachers, September 11 may still be a raw experience, whereas for students, it may barely be a faint memory. So 
we tried to think about how to bridge teachers‘ personal experiences with September 11 with students‘ understanding 
of the event. What lessons can we draw about an event just ten years out, and how do we recognize the different per-
spectives of the day? This touched upon something we as educators and as historians must grapple with: when does 
something become ―history‖? When have we achieved enough distance from an event to consider it ―historically‖? 

 
 

Through our conversations with teachers, we decided to develop a two-day online conference, September 11: Teaching 
Contemporary History, with fellow educators at the National September 11 Memorial & Museum, the Pentagon Memo-
rial and the Flight 93 National Memorial to both address the events of the day and to think about how we interpret it 
as time goes on. The conference will include a roundtable discussion with content experts and an educator on ―The 
Past, Present, and Future of September 11,‖ and another with two child psychologists and two family members of Sep-
tember 11 victims on ―Discussing Difficult Topics with Young People.‖ Individual conference sessions will include ex-
aminations of classroom materials at each site, an introduction to memorials as storytellers, a discussion of the work of 
curators with a special focus on collecting recent history, and more. To view the full program, visit the website. 

In response to the educators who requested information about the events of September 11, the conference website in-
cludes frequently asked questions about September 11 and timelines from each memorial site, along with related edu-
cational materials. We hope this will turn into a ―one stop shop‖ of useful, accurate materials about September 11. 

For those unable to participate on August 3 and 4, and recognizing that some teachers may discuss this in September 
while others may teach it at other times of the year, the program will be archived and available on the conference web-
site. You may contact us or continue the conversation in the Thinkfinity Community groupspecifically designed for 
discussions about teaching September 11. We look forward to discussing this important topic with you. 

Naomi Coquillon is an education specialist at the National Museum of American History. 

Teaching September 11: History or current event? by Naomi Coquillon 
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http://blog.americanhistory.si.edu
http://blog.americanhistory.si.edu
http://americanhistory.si.edu/news/pressrelease.cfm?key=29&newskey=1351
http://community.thinkfinity.org/
http://www.911memorial.org/
http://pentagonmemorial.org/
http://pentagonmemorial.org/
http://www.nps.gov/flni/index.htm
http://smithsonianconference.org/september11/program/
http://smithsonianconference.org/september11/resources/
http://smithsonianconference.org/september11/resources/k-12-lessons-and-activities/
http://smithsonianconference.org/september11/resources/k-12-lessons-and-activities/
http://smithsonianconference.org/september11/
http://smithsonianconference.org/september11/
http://community.thinkfinity.org/groups/september11
http://smithsonianconference.org/september11/program/


The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History awards the National History Teacher of the Year Award 

to recognize outstanding American history teachers from elementary school through high school and to  

highlight the crucial importance of American history education. State winners are selected in each of the fifty 

states, the District of Columbia, Department of Defense schools, and U.S. Territories. From these finalists, 

one honoree is recognized as the National History Teacher of the Year. The 2011 award honored an  

elementary teacher.  

The Maryland recipient of the 2011 award is Danielle Taylor from Church Creek Elementary School,  

Belcamp, in Harford County. Danielle was selected by a team of judges who evaluated the finalists on criteria 

that included having at least three years of classroom experience in teaching social studies with a focus on 

American history (including state and local history). Judges also looked for creativity and imagination in the 

classroom and effective use of documents, artifacts, historic sites, oral histories, and other primary sources. 

As the Maryland winner, Danielle received a certificate of recognition, a $1,000 award and a collection of 

classroom resources presented in her name to the school library.  Additionally, Church Creek Elementary 

School will become a Gilder Lehrman Affiliate School. Harford County social studies coordinator George 

Toepfer is working with the Gilder Lehrman Maryland state coordinator Donna Olszewski, of the Maryland 

State Department of Education, to plan a recognition ceremony at Danielle‘s school this fall. Congratulations 

Danielle on being Maryland‘s 2011 History Teacher of the Year! 

 
A panel of judges comprised of former national winners, renowned historians, professors, and teachers will 

read and evaluate all state winner applications and select the National History Teacher of the Year. The  

winner will be announced in early fall 2011 and will receive a $10,000 award and a trip to the national award 

ceremony along with two of his or her students.  

Elementary teachers (grades K-6) and middle and high school teachers (grades 7-12) are honored in separate 

categories in alternate years. The 2012 award will honor middle and high school teachers, and the 2013 

award will honor elementary teachers. Teachers can be nominated for either award throughout the year. For 

information on past recipients in Maryland go to http://www.gilderlehrman.org/institute/state.php?

state_code=MD and for information on nominating a teacher for the 2012 Gilder Lehrman American  

History Teacher of the Year go to http://www.gilderlehrman.org/education/htoy_overview.php.  For  

information contact Maryland state coordinator, Donna Olszewski dolszewski@msde.state.md.us. 

GILDER LEHRMAN AMERICAN HISTORY TEACHER OF THE YEAR 2011 
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It‘s time to begin planning for History Day 2012, and the Maryland Humanities 
Council is ready to give you the resources you need to get started. 

 

Maryland History Day is a year-long educational program through which middle and 
high school students conduct in-depth research about a topic of their own choosing 
that relates to the 2012 theme ―Revolution, Reaction, Reform in History.‖  Students 
showcase their research in the form of an exhibit, documentary, performance,  
website, or paper, and compete in school, district, state, and national competitions. 

 

Maryland History Day is a state affiliate of National History Day (NHD), based in College Park, Maryland.  
A recent national evaluation of NHD found that students who participate in the program perform better on 
high-stakes tests, are better writers, more confident and capable researchers, and have a more mature  
perspective on current events and civic engagement than their peers. Participants also show a greater ability 
to collaborate with peers, manage their time and persevere – all skills employers say are lacking in today's 
workforce. 

 

For information, check the Maryland History Day website http://www.mdhc.org/programs/maryland-
history-day/, where you will find: 

 Contest rules 

 2012 theme and suggested topics 

 District contest contact information 

 Sample projects 

 How to request a presentation from the Maryland 
History Day Outreach Coordinator 

 And much more – keep checking back, since we 
will regularly be adding new information and  
material. 

Get Ready for Maryland History Day 2012! 

 

Mary Cary of MSDE with Junior Group Documentary award winners 

Sophie Goron, Meena Sengottuvelu, and  Athena Kan 

http://www.mdhc.org/programs/maryland-history-day/
http://www.mdhc.org/programs/maryland-history-day/


Teacher Workshop: 
War of 1812 Curriculum to be introduced to teachers on October 8 in Havre de Grace, MD 
 

Although Baltimore‘s and Fort McHenry‘s roles in the War of 1812 are rightly receiving a lion‘s share 
of attention in preparation for the bicentennial of the War, the waterfront town of Havre de Grace 
has its own story to tell from the conflict. Teachers from Harford County, Cecil County, and Balti-
more City Schools will be introduced to Havre de Grace‘s story on Saturday, October 8 at a Teacher‘s 
Workshop focused on the War of 1812. 

Harford County Executive David Craig, who is also a local historian, will begin the day with a Key-
note Address explaining how Havre de Grace was burned to the ground for flying the American flag 
on the morning of May 3, 1813 by the British fleet under the command of Rear Admiral George 
Cockburn. Teachers will then split into workshop groups by grade level and spend two hours becom-
ing acquainted with War of 1812-specific lesson plans, ―The Defense of a Nation: Maryland‘s Role in 
the War of 1812,‖ produced by the Baltimore National Heritage Area.  These workshops will be led 
by educators who have spent the summer developing ways to integrate the 1812 curriculum into the 
Maryland State Curriculum. 

After lunch on their own, teachers will be able to visit the five Heritage Museums of Havre de Grace 
for free during the afternoon. The Concord Point Lighthouse and Keeper's Dwelling, the Havre de 
Grace Maritime Museum, the Susquehanna Museum at the Lockhouse, the Havre de Grace Decoy 
Museum, and the Skipjack Martha Lewis have agreed to waive admission fees for the day so teachers 
can visit the museums and explore field trip ideas that tie in with the 1812 curriculum offerings. 

This Teacher‘s Workshop is being offered for free, and teachers and Social Studies Coordinators 
from across the state are invited to attend. 

 

Saturday, October 8, 2011 

Location: 

Havre de Grace High School Auditorium 

700 Congress Ave, Havre De Grace, MD, 21078 

(https://www.edline.net/pages/Havre_De_Grace_High_School) 

9 a.m. – 10 a.m. Keynote by County Executive David Craig 

10 a.m. – 12 p.m. Curriculum workshops 

1 p.m. – 4 p.m. Visit the Heritage Museums of Havre de Grace Museums 

 

This project was made possible by a grant from the Maryland Humanities Council, through support 
from the National Endowment for the Humanities. 

Opportunities 
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Scholarship Application 

Civil War Institute, Gettysburg College 

June 22 – 26, 2012 
Campus Box 435                                                                                                                                                                    Phone: 717-337-6590 
300 N. Washington Street                                                                                                                                                        Fax:  717-337-6596 
Gettysburg, PA  17325                                                                                                                                           Email: civilwar@gettysburg.edu  

The Civil War Institute (CWI) at Gettysburg College presents a conference each summer which consists of lec-
tures, group discussions, battlefield tours, films, and other special activities. The CWI has sponsored this Institute since 
1983, and over 250 to 300 people attend every year.   

    SCHOLARSHIP INFORMATION   

Scholarships to attend the annual Civil War Institute are available for high school sophomores and juniors 
(preference will be given to rising seniors) and primary and secondary teachers (preference will be given to teachers who 
teach U.S. history). A full scholarship covers a shared air-conditioned dorm room, board, and tuition. Transportation 
costs are NOT covered by scholarship funds. Preference will be given to first time applicants. 

 STUDENTS who have completed at least one year of U. S. history and have a genuine interest in the Civil War 
may apply for a scholarship by including the following with the form below: 

1.  Two letters of recommendation (one from your history teacher and one from your guidance counselor) 
2.  A letter describing your interest in the Civil War and why you feel the CWI would benefit you 
 

TEACHERS who wish to apply for a scholarship must teach full-time with at least two years of experience. CEUs 
are available.  They should be prepared to share ideas/lessons associated with teaching Civil War studies and should sub-
mit the following with the form below: 

1.   One letter of recommendation from a teaching colleague, department chair, or principal 
2. A letter describing what you hope to learn from, as well as contribute to, the CWI 

APPLICATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED BY MARCH 15. 

Please complete this form and include with your application materials. 
CEUs are available  for participants. 

 Name:          Age: 

 Address:        City/State/Zip: 

 School: 

 Home Phone:  (        )    Work Phone: (        ) 

 Email:      Cell Phone: (        ) 

Please circle: Male or Female•Please circle: Teacher or Student 

If a student, year/grade in school: 

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS WILL BE NOTIFIED BY EMAIL OR TELEPHONE AFTER MARCH 31. 
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The Library of Congress' Teaching with Primary Sources (TPS) Eastern Region Coordinator (http://

tps.waynesburg.edu/eregion) is currently accepting applications for the development of local TPS projects 

on a rolling deadline. 

You are invited to develop and submit a grant proposal to initiate and implement a TPS program for pre- 

or in-service K-12 educators and/or librarians. Grants between $5,000 and $20,000 will be awarded. The 

grant application is available online at: http://tps.waynesburg.edu/eregion. Descriptions of successful TPS 

Eastern Region projects are listed by state and are also available at: http://tps.waynesburg.edu/eregion/

participants.   

Teaching with Primary Sources (TPS) (http://www.loc.gov/teachers/tps/) was initiated to develop the skills 

of K-16 educators in using the digitized primary source documents available through the Library of Con-

gress (http://www.loc.gov) in order to deepen students' understanding of American history and develop 

higher level thinking skills through the analysis and interpretation of primary source materials. The TPS 

program was launched in October 2007 and the Library plans to eventually reach educators in all 50 

states.  

Proposed projects must be completed by December 2013 for this TPS Eastern Region Grant Program. 
Send completed proposals (http://tps.waynesburg.edu/eregion/) or inquire about this opportunity to: 

  Barbara Kirby, Coordinator 

bkirby@waynesburg.edu 

724-852-3388 
  

    
 

** Institutions and consortiums within the TPS Eastern Region are eligible to apply. Those outside this region are encouraged 

to contact the Regional TPS Partnership in their area (http://www.loc.gov/teachers/tps/about/consortium.html). Preference will 

be given to proposals that include existing or new partnerships between institutions and/or agencies across educational levels 

and that target audiences not currently served by ongoing TPS projects. 

  

Sue Wise 

Associate Director 

Teaching with Primary Sources Eastern Region 

Waynesburg University 

swise@waynesburg.edu 
(724)852-3377 

Teaching with Primary Sources 
Waynesburg University 
51 W. College Street 
Waynesburg, PA  15370 

https://webmail.mdp.state.md.us/owa/redir.aspx?C=dd50a2e6f0d14eb9a53c63cfd650b903&URL=http%3a%2f%2ftps.waynesburg.edu%2feregion
https://webmail.mdp.state.md.us/owa/redir.aspx?C=dd50a2e6f0d14eb9a53c63cfd650b903&URL=http%3a%2f%2ftps.waynesburg.edu%2feregion
https://webmail.mdp.state.md.us/owa/redir.aspx?C=dd50a2e6f0d14eb9a53c63cfd650b903&URL=http%3a%2f%2ftps.waynesburg.edu%2feregion
https://webmail.mdp.state.md.us/owa/redir.aspx?C=dd50a2e6f0d14eb9a53c63cfd650b903&URL=http%3a%2f%2ftps.waynesburg.edu%2feregion%2fparticipants
https://webmail.mdp.state.md.us/owa/redir.aspx?C=dd50a2e6f0d14eb9a53c63cfd650b903&URL=http%3a%2f%2ftps.waynesburg.edu%2feregion%2fparticipants
https://webmail.mdp.state.md.us/owa/redir.aspx?C=dd50a2e6f0d14eb9a53c63cfd650b903&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.loc.gov%2fteachers%2ftps%2f
https://webmail.mdp.state.md.us/owa/redir.aspx?C=dd50a2e6f0d14eb9a53c63cfd650b903&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.loc.gov%2f
https://webmail.mdp.state.md.us/owa/redir.aspx?C=dd50a2e6f0d14eb9a53c63cfd650b903&URL=http%3a%2f%2ftps.waynesburg.edu%2feregion%2f
https://webmail.mdp.state.md.us/owa/redir.aspx?C=dd50a2e6f0d14eb9a53c63cfd650b903&URL=mailto%3abkirby%40waynesburg.edu
https://webmail.mdp.state.md.us/owa/redir.aspx?C=dd50a2e6f0d14eb9a53c63cfd650b903&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.loc.gov%2fteachers%2ftps%2fabout%2fconsortium.html
https://webmail.mdp.state.md.us/owa/redir.aspx?C=dd50a2e6f0d14eb9a53c63cfd650b903&URL=mailto%3aswise%40waynesburg.edu


MDCSS is dedicated to supporting social studies education in all of its forms 

in order to promote an educational experience for young people that  

encourages cultural understanding and a fundamental respect for human 

dignity, while preparing students for success in the 21st century. 

Goals: 

 To promote and support social studies education in Maryland and the 

United States 

 To build a community of social studies educators in the state of  

 Maryland 

 To advance cultural understanding through social studies instruction 

that teaches respect for human differences and an appreciation of diver-

sity 

 To provide high quality professional development and instructional 

resources for Maryland social studies teachers 

 To recognize excellent social studies teachers and programs at the ele-

mentary, middle, and high school levels 

September 2011: 

September 5 -  Labor Day 
September 8 -  Stock Market Game Teacher Training, Towson, MD 

September 16 - Quantum Leap: Does Indian Blood Still Matter, National Museum of the American Indian 
September 24 - 1812 Re-enactment and Tavern Night, Jefferson Patterson Park & Museum 
 

October 2011: 

October 2 -   Educator Open House, International Spy Museum, Washington, DC 

October 8 - War of 1812 Teacher Workshop, Havre de Grace 

October 15 -  American Indian Heritage Day,  Jefferson Patterson Park & Museum 
October 16 - Lost and Found: The Secrets of Archimedes, Walters Art Museum, Baltimore 
October 21 -  MDCSS Annual Conference, Bates Middle School, Annapolis 
 

November 2011: 
November 24 -  Thanksgiving 
 

For even more events go to http://www.mdcss.org/opportunities.php. 

 

Calendar of Events 
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