Senator Barbara Mikulski
503 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

April 18, 2011

Dear Senator Mikulski,

Like many citizens and educators, I am pleased that the opportunity to revise and redraft the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) has arrived.  ESEA under the title No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) was both a significant step forward in American education and a disappointing diversion from some of the most important aspects of a child’s education.  On the one hand, by measuring the performance of students by subgroup, NCLB shed light on the performance gaps between different groups of students and required school systems to develop and implement strategies to close the achievement gap.  However, with its heavy emphasis on basic literacy and numeracy skills, NCLB effectively de-emphasized other important content areas.  Moreover, social studies was marginalized so thoroughly as to be completely left out of the curricular program of many American students.  According to a Survey of the Council of State Social Studies Supervisors, over 60% of respondent states reported a reduction in the amount of time dedicated to social studies instruction in their state within two years of the implementation of NCLB.  In your state of Maryland, 88% of the teachers surveyed in the Status of Social Studies Education in Maryland Survey stated that social studies is not a priority in their school.  These statistics should be as alarming to leaders such as you as they are to social studies educators.
Universal literacy must also be sought if the United States is to compete globally in the 21st century.  However, there are other skills and competencies that are essential for children to acquire if the United States is to remain politically and economically competitive in the 21st century.  According to David T. Moore of the National Security Agency, a critical skill set for civil, military, or law enforcement intelligence officers includes understanding of global and regional geography, economic systems and structures of government.  These professionals, as well as those in business, finance, and academia, must understand the historical trends that offer the only extensive evidential base for the analysis of how societies around the world function.  

David Moore’s comments are echoed by those who study global commerce.  Social studies education is critical to understanding and appreciating difference and diversity.  If Americans are ignorant of the contemporary and historical experiences of a variety of cultures, we cannot hope to understand why people, communities or nations behave as they do.  The fact is that social studies improves judgment in global interactions.  

If corporations plan to maintain a leadership role in the global marketplace, employees must acquire a global perspective.  As our business world becomes increasingly interactive and internationally focused, culturally sensitive approaches are essential for professional and respectful communications. (Sinunu, 2007)

The United States has a proud and dynamic history.  Past generations understood their duty to impart this story to the nation’s children.  Unfortunately, we are now raising a generation of American citizens who are historically, culturally and civically illiterate.  As an educator, citizen and parent, I ask you to please use the reauthorization of ESEA to reposition social studies as one of the four core academic subject areas with the same support and requirements as reading, math and science.  If we fail to take advantage of this opportunity, as a nation we will bear the burden of responsibility for producing a generation of Americans ill-equipped to participate in our American democracy or compete in the complex global environment of the 21st century.

Respectfully,










