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                   Social Studies in Maryland

                             FACT SHEET
Since 2002, social studies instruction in Maryland has been greatly diminished, yet many parents, citizens and political leaders are completely unaware of these circumstances.
Upon the inception of the Maryland School Assessment program, which does not include social studies, many Maryland elementary schools began to limit social studies instruction.  The discipline became the first area from which students are pulled for remedial assistance. At the middle school level, it is the subject most often taught by a teacher without content background.   Finally, a look at the budgets of many Maryland school systems will reveal that social studies is by far the most poorly funded of the academic disciplines.

In order to inform citizens across Maryland about these circumstances, the Maryland Council for the Social Studies (MDCSS) has created this FACT SHEET.  Prominent among the information provided is data from the Maryland Social Studies Task Force Report. 1 Appointed by Maryland Superintendent of Schools, Dr. Nancy Grasmick, the Maryland Social Studies Task Force found clear evidence of the de-prioritization of social studies in Maryland over the past decade.

A Generation of Maryland’s Youth is receiving a Diminished Social Studies Education:

· The Maryland master plan process that guides state and local school systems’ strategic planning does not require the inclusion of social studies; however, physical education, the arts and each of the other core academic subjects are required.

· In February 2011 the Maryland State Department of Education (MSDE) announced the termination of the Maryland High School Assessment (HSA) for Government.  MSDE cited budgetary constraints, yet maintained fifteen administrations of the other three HSA assessments.
· With the termination of the Government HSA, at no time over the course of a students’ academic career from grades K – 12 does Maryland assess a student’s historical, civic, economic or geographic knowledge; however, reading, math and science are assessed by the state no fewer than seventeen times.

According to the Maryland Social Studies Task Force Report:
· 55% of Maryland school principals surveyed reported a decrease in the amount of instructional time dedicated to social studies in their schools since the inception of the Maryland School Assessment program. 
· 88% of the teachers surveyed in the Status of Social Studies Education in Maryland Survey stated that social studies is not a priority in their school.

· One in four middle school teachers reported that the time allotted for social studies instruction in their school has decreased since 2002.

· Since 2002, both social studies and science have lost more instructional time in elementary schools than art, music, physical education or any other subject.

· Elementary students in high poverty areas have seen the greatest reduction in instructional time dedicated to social studies.  Many of these students receive no daily social studies instruction.

Why does Maryland Need to Renew Its Support for Social Studies?
Social studies enables students to understand the qualities, similarities and uniqueness of people and societies.  The discipline challenges students to think critically about social problems from diverse perspectives and experiences.        Social studies improves reading comprehension, expands vocabulary and teaches students to effectively state and defend arguments in writing.  Most importantly, a high level of shared education is essential to a free and democratic society.  In the words of Thomas Jefferson, “Citizens are not born capable of ruling.  They must be educated to rule wisely and fairly.”  
The Social Studies Task Force made 9 recommendations to improve the condition of social studies in Maryland.     To date, MSDE has not responded to the report, nor has it acted on any of the report’s recommendations.
Please feel free to send questions and comments to the MDCSS at info@mdcss.org.  
1Maryland State Department of Education. Maryland Social Studies Task Force. Task Force Report on Social Studies Education in Maryland: The Challenge and the                    Imperative, 2010. <http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/‌NR/‌rdonlyres/‌FCB60C1D-6CC2-4270-BDAA-153D67247324/23710/Social_Studies_Taskforce_Report_2010.pdf>
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