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I come before you as President-Elect of the Maryland Council for the SS, and as Towson University’s Chair of the Department of Secondary Education. Much of my research has focused on the marginalization of citizenship education, especially in states that do not assess social studies achievement. For instance, in NC, my colleagues and I determined that, because it was not tested, elementary social studies instructional time decreased to 14 minutes per week. Not per day; 14 minutes per week.

The state of Maryland, to its credit, recognized the dangers of marginalizing citizenship education, and set up a task force to make recommendations regarding effective education in that area. The Maryland Council heartily supports the Task Force recommendation that social studies be included in the master plan process for the State and be required in each local school system’s master plan.  Secondly, the Task Force recommended the creation of a social studies advisory board to support effective social studies instruction in Maryland.  The Maryland Council for the SS hopes that the State Board of Education will embrace these no cost steps that clearly demonstrate a commitment to social studies in Maryland. 

Because of its Government High School Assessment, Maryland students are more likely to receive a solid grounding in the civic knowledge that promotes strong and active citizenship. This is especially crucial in this day and age when constitutional issues are being debated at all levels of society, and when the standards of civil debate have been weakened. 
The decision by the Office of Budget and Management to cancel the Government HSA for financial reasons will cast our state in a negative light, calling attention to the absurdity of devaluing civic education at a time it is most sorely needed. I predict it will also spur protests from teachers and citizens because it will ultimately harm our society’s ability to solve its problems. 

The irony of the situation is that budgetary savings can be achieved by having the HSA administered less frequently, without weakening our state’s commitment to quality civic education.

We are eager to work with the State Superintendent and Board of Education to improve civic education. We can start by (1) ensuring that social studies is included in the State master plan process, (2) authorizing the creation of a social studies advisory council and (3) rethinking the decision to remove Government from the High School Assessment Program.

